CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – November 11, 2018
Announcements
●
●
●
●
●

A care package will be sent down to Anaheim for Debbie
Willey and the other trainees from the Puget Sound. Cards are
on the table, please sign the cards to encourage the trainees.
Please return the service signup sheet to the box on the
counter. Additional sheets are on the counter.
Parents for children in grades 3-6 need to take their children
to their classroom to sign them in. Also please be mindful to
quickly pick up your children after the meeting finishes.
We are reading messages 17 and 18 from the Life-Study of
Numbers. The reading schedule is on the table and posted on
the church website.
The Wednesday night ministry meeting webcast will 7:30 pm
at the following locations:
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese
○ Lu - Kirkland, (206) 696-2543, in Chinese
○ Miyake – Central Bellevue, (425) 451-7294, in English
Burdens for Prayer

•
•
•

England Training Center
Germany
Meeting hall modifications (parking)
This Week: November 12-18

Morning Revival: Crystallization-study of Leviticus, week 22
Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Redmond
Upstairs – Hall Team
Tuesday
10:00 am Sisters’ prayer meeting
Tuesday

7:30 pm

Prayer meeting

Saturday

8:30 am

Breakfast

Lord’s Day

9:30 am

Lords’ Table

LIFE-STUDY OF NUMBERS
MESSAGE SIXTEEN
JOURNEYING (1)
After the children of Israel had been formed into an army, they
were ready to journey to fight for God so that He could gain the
ground on earth to build up His kingdom with His house. Their
moving was not up to them; it was altogether according to the Lord's
leading. They did not move when they wanted to move but when the
Lord led them to move. In this message we will begin to consider the
journeying of God's people.
I. THE GUIDANCE
The children of Israel set out according to the Lord's guidance
(9:15—10:10). Godless people, those who are without God and the
Lord, do not have a guide. The worldly people are very busy, but they
are without a guide. However, God's people have a guide, and this
guide is God Himself.
A. By the Cloud
The children of Israel set out under the guidance of the cloud
(9:15-23). When God came to be our Redeemer, He came in type as a
lamb. The Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God to take away our sins (John
1:29). But when God came to be our guidance, He came as the cloud.
This guidance in the form of a cloud is God consummated to be the
Spirit.
A cloud has much to do with the earth, yet it belongs not to the
earth but to the heavens. A cloud is closely related to rain and is
nearly the same as rain. Often a cloud will actually become rain.
When rain comes, something from the heavens reaches the earth,
benefiting the people on earth.
Zechariah 12:1 says that God stretched forth the heavens, laid the
foundation of the earth, and formed the spirit of man within him. We
may say that the heavens are for the earth, the earth is for man, and
man, with his spirit, is for God. In what way are the heavens for the
earth? When the heavens rain, this rain is for the earth. The earth
receives the rain from the heavens. The earth is for man because the
earth by the rain produces all kinds of food and foodstuff. Man
should live by his spirit for God. This is a simple picture of the
scenery concerning man on earth.
The history of human civilization shows that man has usually
"followed the cloud" and settled where there is water. Primarily, man
lives not in dry places but near the rivers, the seas, and the oceans.
Hence, man must follow the cloud. If people do not want to wither
and die of thirst, they must go where there is water.

In typology the cloud from the heavens signifies God in the sense
of God's presence. When the cloud was in a certain place with God's
people, God's actual presence was with His people. When they saw
the cloud, they knew that God was present with them. When the
cloud, God's presence, remained, the children of Israel stayed where
they were. But when the cloud moved, that was a sign that God was
ready to move and that the people should also get ready to move.
Thus, when the cloud set out, Israel moved, and when the cloud
stopped, Israel stopped. From this we see that the guidance was God
Himself in the form of a cloud.
Now we need to consider how to apply the matter of God's
guidance by the cloud to our experience today. Christians should
always follow the Spirit. However, whereas the cloud in the Old
Testament was visible, the Spirit is altogether invisible. Also, the
cloud was somewhat concrete, but the Spirit is altogether abstract.
The children of Israel could see the cloud, but we cannot see the
Spirit. How, then, can we know that God is with us? What is the sign
of God's presence? Concerning these questions, we need to learn a
lesson from our forefathers—go where there is water.
Water comes from rain, and rain is from the cloud. In a sense,
rain is another form of the cloud. The cloud and the rain are the same
in substance. In essence the cloud and the rain are the same. The
cloud becomes rain, and when the rain comes, we have water.
Therefore, we may say that the cloud, the rain, and the water are
three-in-one.
Today we cannot see the Spirit, but we can see what issues from
the Spirit. This issue is the sense within us that we are being watered.
However, often as we move we have the sense deep within that we are
dry. When we are dry, we should not move, but neither should we
stay. This dryness is a strong sign that we are wrong with God, either
in our position or in other matters. Hence, we need to pray, not in a
general way but by confessing. Often we do not know in what we are
wrong. Since our dryness is a sign that we are wrong and since we
may not know in what we are wrong and therefore do not know what
to confess, we need to grope. In our groping, we may confess from
different angles concerning our mistakes, shortcomings,
wrongdoings, defects, and even fleshly activities and lustful desires.
We may need to confess from many different directions. We need to
confess by groping until our feeling in our prayer reaches something,
and the cloud is there. Then we know the Lord's leading.
The presence of the Spirit today is altogether invisible and
abstract, and it has absolutely something to do with our situation
before God, especially in our spirit. When our spirit is wrong, we need
to go to God to adjust our spirit. We may not be able to adjust our
spirit in a morning watch of only ten minutes. It may take more than

half an hour for us to adjust our spirit in full. If we are wrong in
something and if the Lord has the purpose of teaching us to know His
way, He may not be quick to show us in what we are wrong. Rather,
He may leave us in a puzzled state for quite a while, even for several
days. During this time, we may pray in a groping way seemingly
without getting anywhere. Because the Lord has a deep lesson for us
to learn, He will train us during these puzzling days of groping. Then
one day we will reach the point where the Lord wants us to be. There
we either touch the rain or see the cloud. It is in this way that we
learn.
We need to keep in mind that God's guidance is actually God
Himself in His presence with us. In ancient times, God's guidance
was in the form of a cloud. Today we do not have the cloud; we have
the Spirit within us.
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes
Lord’s Day, November 4th
Acts 23:16-30
th
Monday, November 5
Acts 23:31–24:21
th
Tuesday, November 6
Acts 24:22–25:5
Wednesday, November 7th
Acts 25:6-27
th
Thursday, November 8
Acts 26:1-13
th
Friday, November 9
Acts 26:14-32
th
Saturday, November 10
Acts 27:1-26

