CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – February 24, 2019
Announcements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The Collected Works of Witness Lee will be published in
Chinese. A deposit of $100 can be placed at www.twgbr.org.tw.
The deadline to order is May 26, 2019.
This is the last week to fill out the household information form
if you want to be added to the phone list; the Business office will
update the phone list at the end of the month.
We are covering week 4 of the Holy Word for Morning Revival
on “The Reality of the Body of Christ.” Copies are available in
the bookroom.
Junior High retreat registration is due today. There will be no
late registration. Visit the church in Boise’s website,
www.churchinboise.org to register.
All saints burdened for Bellevue College will meet today after
the prophesying meeting for prayer and fellowship.
The local training on the Practical Lessons on the Experience of
Life will begin on 3/9.
The Wednesday night ministry meeting webcast resumes this
week and starts at 7:30 pm at the following locations:
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese
○ Miyake - Central Bellevue, (425) 451-7294, in English
○ Lu - Kirkland, (206) 696-2543, in English/Chinese
We are reading messages 47 and 48 from the Life-Study of
Numbers. The reading schedule is posted on the church
website.
If you would like a tax report for 2018, please email
bellevuefinanceservice@googlegroups.com.
Burdens for Prayer

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

London Training Center
Gospel trips around Europe and America
Germany
Meeting hall modifications (parking permit)
Prayer meeting
Northwest localities
How to get into the matters of the experience of life to bring us
to maturity

This Week: February 25 – March 3
Morning Revival: The Reality of the Body of Christ, week 4
Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Kirkland & Bellevue College
Upstairs – Overlake
Tuesday
7:30pm Prayer Meeting
Saturday

8:30am

Breakfast

Lord’s Day

9:30am Lord’s Table
March

1-3

High School Retreat

8-10

Junior High Girls Retreat

22-24

Junior High Boys Retreat

29-31

Conference in Missoula, MT

LIFE-STUDY OF NUMBERS
MESSAGE FORTY-EIGHT
I would like to say a further word on two matters concerning the
refuge cities in chapter thirty-five. First, according to 35:25b-29, the
rescued killer was to remain in the city of refuge and live in it until
the death of the high priest, who signifies Christ, who died for our
sins. Since we, the believers in Christ, have God's direct salvation,
how should we apply the type of remaining in the refuge city until the
death of the high priest? In the Old Testament time, Christ had not
yet died, and those who fled into Him as their refuge had to wait
there until He came and died on the cross. For the Old Testament
saints, therefore, the refuge was like the sheepfold in John 10:1,
which signifies the law, or Judaism as the religion of the law, in which
God's chosen people were kept and guarded in custody and ward
until Christ came.
Since the Old Testament age is over, do we today still have a city
of refuge, or do we only have God's direct salvation? I would like to
answer this question in relation to the assurance of salvation. As far
as the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of salvation are
concerned, many believers are still in the Old Testament. They seem
to be waiting for this assurance to be given some time in the future.
For example, if you ask such a believer if his sins have been forgiven,
he might say, "I do not know. I have fled into Christ and I am in
Christ, but I am not sure that my sins are forgiven. I may not have

this assurance until I die. Only then will I know for sure that I am
going to heaven." Such a believer is taking Christ as his city of refuge.
However, we who believe in Christ may have the assurance of
salvation and the assurance that our sins have been forgiven. We
should be able to say to those who have fled into Christ as their refuge
city, "Since you have entered into Christ and are in Him, your sins
have been forgiven. Christ has already died for you and for your sins.
His redeeming death on your behalf has already been accomplished.
Since Christ died for your sins, your sins have surely been forgiven."
A believer who receives this word will no longer be like the Old
Testament saints waiting in the city of refuge but will enjoy God's
direct salvation.
The point we need to see here is that there is an important,
dispensational difference in the significance of the refuge cities for
the Old Testament saints and for us today. In the Old Testament age,
the refuge cities were places in which to hide and to wait for the death
of the high priest. Those who enter into Christ today may do so with
the assurance that He has already died and that their sins have
already been forgiven. Christ died for us even before we were born.
Now we simply need to apply what He has done for us, saying, "O
Lord Jesus, I love You. You died for me before I was born. Hallelujah,
my sins have been forgiven, and I have been released!"
Second, God ordained that there were to be six refuge cities, three
beyond the Jordan and three in the land of Canaan. This
arrangement was according to God's creation and sovereignty. God
created the river Jordan and the land on the east and on the west of
the Jordan. In type, the two groups of three refuge cities testify and
declare to the universe that the Triune God is living on earth among
human beings to be their city of refuge.
Furthermore, the distribution of the six refuge cities in different
places indicates that the Triune God is near and available. No matter
where we may be, Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, is near
and available. Because He is everywhere, He is wherever we may be.
The Triune God has spread among men to be a city of refuge for all
those who make mistakes. We all have made mistakes and continue
to make mistakes daily, but the Triune God has spread to the very
place where we are. Now we simply need to turn to Him and come
into Him.
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes
Lord’s Day, February 24th
2 Cor. 3:12-18
th
Monday, February 25
2 Cor. 4:1-6
Tuesday, February 26th
2 Cor. 4:7-12
th
Wednesday, February 27
2 Cor. 4:13-18
th
Thursday, February 28
2 Cor. 5:1-8
st
Friday, March 1
2 Cor. 5:9-15
nd
Saturday, March 2
2 Cor. 5:16-21

