CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – March 31, 2019

Announcements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

A new phone list has been published and is available on the
table.
There will be a Bible distribution at Bellevue College, April 9-10.
The sign up is on the table.
The Collected Works of Witness Lee will be published in
Chinese. A deposit of $100 can be placed at www.twgbr.org.tw .
The deadline to order is May 26, 2019.
Registration for the summer training is due 5/1 (for both the
live and video trainings). The church van will drive down to the
training again.
We are covering week 3 of the Holy Word for Morning Revival
on Numbers. Copies are available in the bookroom.
The local training on the Practical Lessons on the Experience of
Life has begun, but if saints would still like to sign up, please fill
out a form on the table and purchase a book.
We will continue our ministry reading with the Practical
Lessons on the Experience of Life. This week we will read
chapter 4.
We would like to re-vitalize the shuttle service. We need more
saints to sign up to be picked up from the Chevron parking lot
at 9:25.
The upcoming national college training is planning to receive up
to 2800 saints. Financial support is needed to bear the needs of
the training. You can donate at
https://donate.collegetraining.org. Please pray for the college
training.
We would like to expand the piano service, if you are interested
in this service, please contact Michael Wang.
The Wednesday night ministry meeting webcast continues this
week and starts at 7:30 pm at the following locations:
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese
○ Miyake - Central Bellevue, (425) 451-7294, in English
○ Lu - Kirkland, (206) 696-2543, in English/Chinese

Burdens for Prayer
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

London Training Center
Gospel trips around
Europe and America
Germany
Meeting hall
modifications (parking
permit)
Prayer meeting

•

Northwest localities
How to get into the
matters of the experience
of life to bring us to
maturity
National College Training
(July 14 to 20, 2019)

This Week: April 1 – April 7
Morning Revival: Crystallization-study of Numbers, week 3
Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Central Bellevue
Upstairs – Downtown
Tuesday
7:30pm Prayer Meeting
Saturday

8:30am

Breakfast

Lord’s Day

9:30am Lord’s Table
July

14-20

National College Training

PRACTICAL LESSONS ON THE EXPERIENCE OF LIFE
CHAPTER FOUR
A FURTHER WORD CONCERNING CONSECRATION

Many people say that consecration is for the purpose of being
used by God to do a work for God. To some extent this is a wrong
understanding. If we come back to the Scriptures, we will find that
consecration is actually for life, not for work. We consecrate ourselves
to the Lord not to work for Him but for Him to work in us. To do
something for the Lord is a matter of work, but to be wrought on by
the Lord is a matter of life. What we mainly need is to be worked on
by the Lord. We are not the workers but the workmanship in the
hand of the Lord (Eph. 2:10). For the Lord to work on us requires our
cooperation. If we do not cooperate with Him, He cannot work on us.
In order to put something in a bottle, there is no need to ask the
bottle to cooperate, because the bottle has no life, no mind, no will,
no emotion, and no desire. To put something in the bottle is an easy,

one-sided matter. To give medicine to a child, however, is to put
something into a living “bottle.” This is hard to do because it requires
the child’s cooperation. If a child is not willing to cooperate, the
parent may need to open his mouth and force the medicine into him.
God has many things to put into us and many things to remove, but
this requires our cooperation, which is our consecration. We need to
consecrate ourselves to the Lord, saying, “Lord, I am here. I accept
what You accept and refuse what You refuse.”
The human concept is that the Lord is waiting to use us. However,
if we are not wrought on by the Lord, we cannot be used by Him.
Work comes out of life; it is the outflow of the inner life. How much
we can be used by the Lord in His hands depends on how much we
have been wrought upon by Him. His work through us and on us
depends on our cooperation, that is, our consecration. We always
have to consecrate ourselves to the Lord for His work upon us. We
should not have the concept that we consecrate ourselves because the
Lord needs us to work for Him. We are not tools in the Lord’s hand.
Rather, we are vessels to contain Him (Rom. 9:21-23).
On the negative side, many things need to be taken out of us. We
have been filled up with many things other than the Lord. On the
positive side, however, many things of the Lord—all the riches of
Christ—must be wrought into us. On the one hand, we are dirty, and
on the other hand, we are empty. Therefore, we need the Lord’s work
to clean us out and remove the many things other than Christ, and we
need Him to put Christ into us more and more. This is the work of the
Lord upon us, which always requires our consecration.
As we said in the last chapter, after we consecrate ourselves to the
Lord, we must try never to defeat Him. We must always be willing to
be defeated by Him. If we are persons consecrating ourselves to the
Lord, there will often be a struggle between us and Him. This is
because the Lord wants to take some things out of us. If we say,
“Lord, don’t take it,” there will be a struggle, but in this struggle we
must learn never to defeat the Lord but rather to be defeated by Him.
Then the Lord will have the opportunity to work something into us.
This requires our genuine consecration, which is for life, not for our
work.
After I have spoken here about consecration, I will not continue
by speaking about how to work for the Lord and be used by Him.
Rather, my intention is to speak about life. Consecration is for life.
Consider the type of the tabernacle. After passing the altar, we come
to the laver, and after the laver we come into the Holy Place. If we
understand the correct meaning of the types, we can see that there is
not much work here. Instead, there is much enjoyment. This

indicates that after our consecration, our main need is not to work for
the Lord but to grow in life. We need to be worked on by the Lord. To
work for the Lord is not even secondary; it may be the eleventh item
of importance, because there may be ten other things the Lord needs
to do in us before He uses us to do something for Him. We need to
leave the thought of working for the Lord and pay our full attention to
life.
In the Gospel of John the Lord told us to do almost nothing but
believe in Him, love Him, and abide in Him. Then we will bear fruit.
Our work is to bear fruit. This is a not a work apart from life. Fruitbearing is the out-working of life.
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes
Lord’s Day, March 31st
Gal. 5:22-26
st
Monday, April 1
Gal. 6:1-10
nd
Tuesday, April 2
Gal. 6:11-15
rd
Wednesday, April 3
Gal. 6:16-18
Thursday, April 4th
Eph. 1:1-3
th
Friday, April 5
Eph. 1:4-6
th
Saturday, April 6
Eph. 1:7-10

