
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – May 28, 2017 

Announcements 

● This week we are starting our reading of the Knowledge of Life, 

chapters 1-2. 

● Registration for Bible camp is open until June 4th. Please see 

Izumi Miyake or Rose Wu for registration information. 

● Remember to register with the bookroom for the summer video 

training, the deadline is June 18th, after which there is a late fee.  

● Memorial Day conference video schedule:  

o Message 2 Lord’s day  5/28 10:30am.  

o Message 3 Lord’s day  5/28 6:00pm. 

o Messages 4, 5 Monday 5/29 9:00am - 12pm. 

o Message 6 Lord’s day 6/4 6:00pm.  

Burdens for Prayer 

• Present situation in 
Germany and Middle East 

• The shepherding of all the saints 
 

 

 This Week: May 29 – June 4 

Morning Revival: Cooperating with the Heavenly Ministry of the 
Ascended Christ Week 1 

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Tim Washingtons, Desimones,  
Hambricks Home meeting 
Upstairs –  Overlake 

Tuesday 10:00 am Sisters’ prayer meeting 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Corporate prayer at meeting hall 

Saturday 8:30 am No Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30 am Lord’s Table 

July 

Jul. 12 – Aug. 4 Immigration Training, Anaheim 
Jul. 24 -Aug. 2 Bible Camp 

August 

Aug. 7-12 Summer School of Truth 
Aug. 10 -13 Camp Canby 



Ministry Reading Portion 

Basic Lessons on Service 

 

LESSON TWENTY 

REJECTING THE NATURAL 
STRENGTH AND ABILITY 

 

The most difficult and crucial thing concerning the Lord's service is to 
take care of these negative points which we have pointed out in these 
lessons. Anyone in the Lord's recovery who is not clear concerning all 
these negative points cannot render a proper service to the Lord. We 
may even be taking the lead, but if we are not clear about all of these 
negative factors, we cannot help the saints to do the church service in 
the profitable way of life. We may do a lot of things, and we may help 
the local saints to do a lot of things, but nothing may be profitable in 
life. 

The service must be out of life and also unto life. In all the church 
service, every saint must be made clear about this. In the church 
service, we are not endeavoring to merely do things successfully. We 
are flowing life out to others. The service must be a ministry of life to 
others, a service unto life. It must be life flowing out of us as a life 
ministry to others. In order for this to happen, we surely have to take 
care of all these negative things, which are the obstacles, hindrances, 
and barriers to the flowing out of life in our service. 

In this lesson we want to see that in the church service we must reject 
our natural strength and ability, which are acquired by us either 
through birth or through learning. Any of our natural strength and 
ability is unprofitable to the church service in life. 

I. THE NATURAL STRENGTH AND ABILITY 
HAVING NO DIVINE ELEMENT 

Anything natural does not have the divine element in it, especially the 
natural strength and natural ability. To use our natural strength and 
ability is altogether against the basic principle of the church as the 
Body of Christ, because the church as the Body of Christ is altogether 
a composition of humanity mingled with divinity. The church as the 
new man must be full of the divine element. The Lord condemns 
Christianity because it has become a religion carried out by man's 
natural strength and man's natural ability. There is no development of 



the divine element there. But the genuine church is a composition of 
the divine element mingled with humanity. We must learn this as a 
basic lesson, and we also must impress every saint who partakes of the 
church service with this point. 

In our service we must do everything in the principle of incarnation. 
The principle of incarnation is that the divine nature is wrought into 
humanity. When the Lord Jesus was on this earth, He did everything 
in His humanity full of the divine element. He did not do anything by 
the natural strength or the natural ability. He said that He could not 
do anything apart from the Father (John 5:19). The Father was within 
Him and one with Him in all His deeds, in all His words, and in all His 
works (14:10; 10:30). Whatever He did, whatever He said, and 
whatever He worked was altogether with the Father as the divine 
element. We need to consider whether the strength and ability we use 
for the Lord's service are natural or divine. We have to learn the lesson 
of rejecting our natural strength and ability, and we have to help all the 
saints to learn this lesson. 

II. THE NATURAL STRENGTH AND ABILITY 
ACTING ON THEIR OWN, 

NOT ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL 

When both Moses and Peter were younger, they acted on their own, 
not according to God's will. Today it is possible that we may act and do 
some service for the Lord on our own according to our natural strength 
and ability, but not according to God's will. Because we have the 
strength and the ability, we feel we do not need to pray, to wait on the 
Lord, to seek the Lord's will, or to look for the Lord's leading. This was 
exactly what happened to Moses. When he slew an Egyptian to protect 
his fellow Hebrew, he did this on his own and not according to the 
Lord's will (Exo. 2:11-12). The sad situation in today's Christianity is 
that people work for the Lord mostly on their own by their natural 
strength and ability. They do not pray for the Lord's leading. They may 
pray only for the Lord to bestow His blessing upon what they do. They 
do not pray that much for the Lord's will, because they trust in their 
natural strength and ability. 

III. THE NATURAL STRENGTH AND ABILITY 
SEEKING THEIR OWN GLORY 

AND SATISFYING THEIR OWN DESIRE 

When we work in our natural strength and ability, the goal is to seek 
our own glory and the motive is to satisfy our own desire. If we see this 
vision, it will kill our self-seeking and impure motive. Actually, in the 



Lord's work, we should not have our own desire, and we should not 
have our own goal for our glory, for our boast. We should do things 
simply because the Lord leads us to do them. We should not do them 
because we have something to achieve for our goal. That is wrong. The 
goal must be the Lord's. 

To kill our desire and our goal means to kill our strength and ability. 
Our own desire and our own goal for our glory are one with our natural 
strength and natural ability. The people of the world and even many 
Christians do things by their strength and ability for their desire and 

glory, but we have to condemn and reject this. 

IV. THE NATURAL STRENGTH AND ABILITY 
NEEDING TO BE DEALT WITH BY THE CROSS 

The natural strength and ability need to be dealt with by the cross. To 
overcome and deal with sin is not as hard as this. To overcome our 
natural strength and ability is a great, subjective lesson; it is more 
subjective than dealing with sin. In a certain sense, our natural 
strength and ability equal our self, our natural constitution. Our 
natural strength and natural ability are the embodiment of our self. 
This is why after the denial of the self we need a lesson on rejecting the 
natural strength and ability and dealing with them by the cross. 
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, May 21st           Isa. 9:1-21  

         Monday, May 22nd          Isa. 10:1-34 

    Tuesday, May 23rd              Isa. 11:1 -12:6 

Wednesday, May 24th           Isa. 13:1-22 

 Thursday, May 25th          Isa. 14:1-15 

Friday, May 26th             Isa. 14:16-32 

Saturday, May 27th     Isa. 15:1-16:14 


