
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – June 11, 2017 

Announcements 

 
● This week we are reading The Knowledge of Life, chapters 6-8. 
● Remember to register with the bookroom for the summer video 

training, the deadline is June 18th, after which there is a late fee.  
● Camp Canby registration due June 18. 
● The college training deadline is June 12.  High School seniors 

graduating this year are also encouraged to attend. 

Burdens for Prayer 

• Present situation in 
Germany and Middle East 

• The shepherding of all the saints 

Webcast Wednesday 7:30 pm in the homes  
Andy Wu - Redmond 206 617 7767 
Miyake - Central Bellevue 425 451 7294 
Lu - Kirkland 206 696 2543 (Chinese language) 
Menezes - South Bellevue 425 499 551 
Lancaster - Bothell 425 482 4499 
Horace Wang - Somerset 425 653 2249 (Chinese language) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 This Week: June 12 – June 18 

Morning Revival: Cooperating with the Heavenly Ministry of 
the Ascended Christ, Week 3 

Hall Cleaning:  Downstairs – Young People 
                                Upstairs –  Sammamish & Somerset 

Tuesday 10:00 am Sisters’ prayer meeting 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Corporate prayer at meeting hall 

Saturday 8:30 am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30 am Lord’s Table 

July 

Jul. 12 – Aug. 4 Immigration Training, Anaheim 
Jul 16 – 22 College Training, Olympia 

Jul. 24 -Aug. 2 Bible Camp 

August 

Aug. 7-12 Summer School of Truth 

Aug. 10 -13 Camp Canby 



Ministry Reading Portion 

 

The Knowledge of Life 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN  

SPIRIT AND SOUL 

II. THE SOULISH MAN AND THE SPIRITUAL MAN 

 

A. The Soulish Man 

 
Regardless of whether a man is in the mind, in the emotion, or in 

the will, he is soulish. Regardless of whether a man lives in the mind, 
in the emotion, or in the will, he lives in the soul. Regardless of whether 
a man lives by the mind, by the emotion, or by the will, he lives by the 
soul. Therefore, it is very easy for us to judge whether a man is soulish. 
We only need to see whether or not he acts by the mind, emotion, or 
will, and whether or not he lives in the mind, emotion, or will. As long 
as he acts and behaves by any one of these three, or as long as he lives 
in any one of these three, he is a soulish man. 

 
A soulish man often is what man calls “a good man.” He is 

frequently faultless in man’s eyes. Clear thinking always brings the 
praise of man to those who act by it. Moderate emotion always brings 
the approval of man to those who live in it. A firm will also often brings 
the commendation of man to those who rely on it. But when man lives 
in these, though he is not living in sin, he is also not living in the spirit. 
Though before man he seems to be without sin and faultless, before 
God his spirit is blocked, and his spiritual understanding is dull. 

 
Once in a certain place, I met a co-worker. His conduct was really 

good, but he lived too much in the mind, or the brain; therefore, it was 
difficult for him to understand or comprehend spiritual things. 
Whenever I spoke to him concerning matters of serving God, I was 
quite fearful that his eyeballs would turn. When I spoke, he would 
listen 

 
until he almost got the point, and then his eyeballs would turn, and 

he became confused again. When his eyeballs revolved, it meant that 
his mind was considering. He only used his mind to consider; he did 



not use his spirit to sense the things of God: therefore, it was 
exceedingly difficult for him to understand and sense spiritual things. 

 
Thinking is frequently the difficulty and hindrance of the brothers 

in spiritual things. Many brothers often use thinking to deal with 
spiritual things. They think they can understand spiritual things by 
exercising their mind. They do not know that the mind, being part of 
the soul, cannot understand the spirit. A man living in the mind lives 
in the soul and definitely becomes a soulish man with no ability to 
understand spiritual things. 

 
Just as the mind is the difficulty of the brothers in spiritual things, 

so the emotion is frequently the hindrance of the sisters. The reason 
many sisters cannot understand or sense spiritual things is that they 
are too much in the emotion. In the churches of various places, I have 
seen many good sisters who have enthusiasm and love, who are careful 
in their behavior, and whose conduct is sober; yet when it comes to 
spiritual things, they lack consciousness, and they can hardly 
apprehend them. This is because they live too much in their emotion 
and act too much by their emotion. Apparently, emotion is not sin, but 
emotion prevents them from living in the spirit, from touching the 
things of God by their spirit, from having any spiritual sense, and from 
understanding spiritual things. Emotion is their pitfall; it keeps them 
in the sphere of the soul, living by the soul and being a soulish person. 

 
For many brothers, the will is also a difficulty and hindrance as to 

their understanding of spiritual things. Even some sisters have this 
problem. They judge and decide on matters too much by their will; so 
unknowingly they live in the soul, having no spiritual sense or 
understanding in spiritual things…. 

 

B. The Spiritual Man 

 
If we can recognize what kind of person is soulish, it is not difficult 

to realize what kind of person is spiritual. Since a soulish person lives 
by the mind, emotion, or will, a spiritual person must be one who does 
not live by these. Since a soulish person lives by the soul and not by the 
spirit, then a spiritual person must live in the spirit and not in the soul. 
Although spiritual persons also have souls, and although the mind, 
emotion, or will in their soul may even be stronger and abound more 
than that of ordinary soulish persons, yet they do not live by these 
soulish organs, nor do they live in them. They live by the spirit and in 
the spirit, and they allow the spirit to be the master and source of all 
their action and behavior. The spirit in them occupies the preeminent 



position; it is the source of their behavior and starting point of their 
action. The soul in them is in the position of submission. Although the 
mind, emotion, and will in their souls also function, yet these are all 
subjected under the government of the spirit and are directed by the 
spirit. Although they use their mind, emotion, or will, yet they always 
follow the sense of the spirit in making use of these organs of the soul. 
They are not like soulish persons, who let the soul be the master in 
everything, who allow the mind, emotion, or will of the soul to stand in 
the forefront to lead and to function. They deny the preeminence of the 
soul and refuse the leading of the mind, emotion, or will. 

 
Thus, they allow the spirit to be the master in them; they allow the 

spirit to direct their whole being so that they may follow the sense of 
the spirit. Whenever they encounter something, they do not first use 
the mind, emotion, or will of the soul to contact and deal with it; rather, 
they use their spirit first to touch and to sense it, seeking first in the 
spirit for the Lord’s feeling as to this matter. After they have touched 
the Lord’s feeling in their spirit, they use the mind in the soul to 
understand the sense in the spirit, the emotion in the soul to express 
it, and the will in the soul to carry it out. Although they use the organs 
of the soul, yet they are not soulish, and they do not live by the life of 
the soul. They are spiritual, living by the life of the spirit, and the soul 
is but an organ for them to employ. 

 
 

Witness Lee, The Knowledge of Life, Published by Living Stream Ministry. 
 Copyright © Living Stream Ministry, Used by permission. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, June 11th             Isa. 26:1-21 

         Monday, June 12th          Isa. 27:1-13 

    Tuesday, June 13th               Isa. 28:1-29 

Wednesday, June 14th            Isa. 29:1-24 

 Thursday, June 15th           Isa. 30:1-33 

Friday, June 16th              Isa. 31:1-32:20 

Saturday, June 17th     Isa. 33:1-24 


