CHURCH FELLOWSHIP — November 26, 2017

Announcements

Tonight we will watch the last message of the Thanksgiving
conference at 6 pm.

December 10 is the deadline for early registration for the
webcast training on Leviticus. Any registration after this date
will include a late fee.

This week we will start reading chapter 9, “Dealing with the
Flesh” (including the overview of the third stage of the
experience of life).

We are starting a new Holy Word for Morning Revival on
“The Recovery of the Church®. Please pick up copies in the
bookroom.

The registration deadline for the 2018 International Chinese-
speaking Conference in Taipei, Taiwan is November 30,
2017. Dates for the conference are Feb 16-18, 2018.
Registration information is on the counter.

The ministry meeting will resume this Wednesday.

Burdens for Prayer

Germany
Fruits to be borne from Bible distributions in Europe
Winter Training on Leviticus

Schedule

Wednesday night ministry webcast 7:30 pm at the following
locations:

o Andy Wu - Redmond (206) 617-7767, in English
Miyake - Central Bellevue (425) 451-7294, in English
Smith — South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English
Lancaster — Kenmore, (425) 482-4499, in English
Kim — South Bellevue, (714) 213-5213, in Korean
Horace Wang — Somerset, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese
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The webcast schedule for the Thanksgiving conference:
o Message 5, Lord’s day morning
o Message 6, Lord’s day evening, 6:00 pm




This Week: November 27 — December 3

Morning Revival: The Recovery of the Church, Week 1

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs — Central Bellevue
Upstairs — Sammamish & Somerset

Tuesday 10:00 am | Sisters’ prayer meeting
Tuesday 7:30 pm | Corporate prayer meeting
Wednesday 7:30 pm | Ministry Webcast
Saturday 8:30 am | Breakfast

Lord’s Day 9:30 am | Lord’s Table

6:00 pm | Message 6 of Thanksgiving Conf.

Ministry Reading Portion

The Experience of Life
CHAPTER NINE
DEALING WITH THE FLESH

We come now to study the third of the four stages in our spiritual
life, that is, “Christ living in me,” or, the experience of “the stage of
the cross.”

If a Christian, after he consecrates himself to the Lord, deals
thoroughly with all unrighteousness, unholiness, and the feelings of
the conscience, and has certain experiences in obeying the teaching of
the anointing and understands God’s will, then the Lord will lead him
to accept the dealings of the cross. Thus, he will obtain experiences of
the stage of the cross.

The experience of the stage of the cross is different in many
respects from the previous spiritual experiences. The first two stages
of the experience of life can only be counted as the experience of one
stage, because all those dealings can be experienced once a person is
saved. A person who is saved in a very thorough way begins
immediately to clear the past and deals with sin, the world, and the
conscience. Even in the deeper lessons, such as obeying the teaching
of the anointing and understanding the will of God, he has already
made headway. Therefore, these experiences actually belong to the
stage of salvation. However, there is definitely a difference when we
come to the third stage. It brings us to the starting point of another
aspect in Christian experience, and this serves as a great turning
point for a Christian before the Lord. Mrs. Penn-Lewis named this
stage “the way of the cross.” She used the term “way” to denote that it



is at this stage that a Christian begins to walk formally in the way of
the cross, having the experience of the cross and walking entirely
under the cross. Therefore, from this time on, his spiritual walk
enters into a new stage.

Moreover, all the dealings during the first two stages with regard to
unrighteousness, unholiness, and even the unpeaceful feelings in the
conscience are related to matters outside of us and have nothing to do
with our own self. In the first two stages, we conceive of all our
problems as being things related to sin and the world, and that if we
have dealt with them, we will have no further problems. However, not
until we consecrate ourselves to the Lord and obey Him in an
absolute way, making progress in the Lord and entering into the third
stage, do we gradually discover that, in following the Lord, not only
do we have problems related to matters outside of us, but also
problems of our very being, such as our flesh, our self, and our
natural constitution. Furthermore, these inward matters hinder and
offend the Lord most severely. At this time we will be led by the Lord
to see how the cross can solve all these difficulties pertaining to our
being. Then we will have deeper dealings with regard to these
matters. This is why we say that if a Christian can enter into this third
stage of the experience of the cross, then indeed a great turning point
and a new beginning will be effected in his life.

The matter concerning the cleansing of leprosy (Lev. 14:2-9) is a
type which very clearly shows these two different kinds of dealing
related to the matters outside of us and the things of our selves. In
the Bible a leper always typifies our fallen, sinful man. The problem
of a leper is really not in his outward filthiness and ugliness, but in
the poison of the disease within. Likewise, the main problem with us
fallen sinners is really not our outward sinful deeds, but the sinful
nature within us, which originates from the evil life of Satan.
Therefore, the typology regarding leprosy is a very accurate and
thorough description of our sinful condition before God. Hence, the
way of cleansing related to the leper, as recorded in Leviticus, is also
the way of our being cleansed and dealt with before God.

The first requirement for the cleansing of a leper was to bring him
to the priest. The priest typifies the Lord Jesus. “The priest shall go
forth out of the camp” to examine the leper, because the leper could
not enter into the camp, but must remain outside. This tells us that
we sinners cannot come into the midst of God’s people, where God
manifests His grace; but the Lord Jesus has come out to examine us.
If we have really repented from our heart, then the plague of leprosy
is healed in the sight of God. After it is healed, “then shall the priest
command to take for him that is to be cleansed two living clean birds,



and cedar-wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and the priest shall
command to kill one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running
water. As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar-wood, and
the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in
the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water: and he
shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven
times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let go the living bird
into the open field.” The filthiness of the leper is a sin before God;
therefore, it requires the cleansing of the sprinkling of the blood. This
is not for the cleansing of the sinful nature, but for the abolishing of
all record of sin before God. The procedure in the sprinkling of the
blood is to prepare two birds: one to be killed in an earthen vessel
over running water, and the other, which is living, to be dipped in the
blood and sprinkled over the leper. The bird that is killed typifies the
Lord Jesus shedding His blood and suffering death; the living bird
typifies the Lord Jesus resurrected from death; and the running water
typifies the everlasting life of our Lord. Therefore, this indicates that
the Lord Jesus shed His blood and suffered death in His everlasting
life. Furthermore, the blood, shed by His death, and His everlasting
life are brought unto us and become effective in us through His
resurrection. The seven times sprinkling indicates the completeness
of the cleansing of the Lord’s blood; it can abolish all our sinful
record before God and make us acceptable to God. After the living
bird was dipped into the blood, it was set loose into the open field.
This means that after a person receives the death of the Lord Jesus in
his stead, the blood of the Lord becomes effective upon him, and the
power of the resurrection of the Lord is manifested in him and sets
him free.
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes
Sunday, November 26t Micah 1:1-16
Monday, November 27t Micah 2:1 — 3:12
Tuesday, November 28th Micah 4:1 — 5:15
Wednesday, November 29t Micah 6:1 — 7:20
Thursday, November 30th Nahum 1:1-15
Friday, December 15t Nahum 2:1 - 3:19
Saturday, December 2nd Hab 1:1-17




