
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – January 7, 2018 

Announcements 

• During the weekend of January 20 and 21, we are having a 
truth seminar to help us enter into a greater appreciation and 
enjoyment of the Word and the ministry. Sign-up is required 
for the Saturday session so we have an adequate meal count. 
Lunch will begin at 12:00 pm and we will conclude at 8:00 
pm. Dinner will be provided. 

• We will conclude the truth seminar on the Lord’s day with a 
church love feast.  

• Bible distribution at Bellevue College will occur from 
Wednesday (1/17) to Friday (1/19). Please sign up to help pass 
out Bibles. 

• A special “Bible Enjoyment Seminar” for Bellevue College will 
occur on Friday, January 19th from 1:30-3:30 pm. Please sign 
up to help out 

• The deadline to order the Collected Works of Witness Lee has 
been extended until April 30, 2018.  Information and 
payment options can be found at: 
www.livingstream.com/cwwl 

• This week we are reading chapter 12 of the Experience of Life 
on “Accepting the Discipline of the Holy Spirit.” 

• The Wednesday night ministry meeting will resume in 
February when the FTTA resumes. 

Burdens for Prayer 

• Truth Seminars 

• Germany 

• Dormant saints 

• Fruits to be borne from Bible distributions in Europe 
 

 This Week: January 8 – January 14 

Morning Revival: The Recovery of the Church, Week 7 

Hall Cleaning:  Downstairs – Issaquah & Sammamish 
                                Upstairs – Sammamish & Somerset 

Tuesday 10:00 am Sisters’ prayer meeting 

Tuesday 7:30 pm  Corporate prayer meeting 

Saturday 8:30 am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30 am Lord’s Table 
 

www.livingstream.com/cwwl


Ministry Reading Portion 

The Experience of Life 

CHAPTER TWELVE 

ACCEPTING THE DISCIPLINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

I. THE MEANING OF THE DISCIPLINE  
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The discipline of the Holy Spirit which we are now considering 
does not refer to the inward discipline of the Holy Spirit, for that is 
the function of the Holy Spirit within us as the anointing. The 
discipline of the Holy Spirit refers to what the Holy Spirit is doing in 
our outward environment; it refers to His arranging of all people, 
things, and happenings, through which we are being disciplined. 

The major work of God toward us through the Holy Spirit, aside 
from the Holy Spirit as the anointing, is in His outward discipline. 
These two aspects comprise almost the complete work of the Holy 
Spirit. For example, Romans 8, which speaks of the work of the Holy 
Spirit, tells us in the first part how the Holy Spirit, which contains the 
law of life, is able to set us free from sin, and how that through Him 
we can put to death the deeds of the body. This chapter also tells how 
the Holy Spirit guides us so that we may live according to Him, and 
finally, how He helps our infirmities and prays for us. All these 
activities are the work of the Holy Spirit within us as the anointing. In 
the latter part of this chapter we read, “To them that love God, all 
things work together for good” (v. 28). This speaks of the discipline of 
the Holy Spirit in our outward environment. The work of this 
outward discipline coordinates with His inward moving and leading. 
The Holy Spirit arranges and determines all that comes upon us 
according to the will of God. Although in many instances this causes 
temporal pain and trouble, yet in the end it is for the good of those 
who love God, that they may be conformed unto the image of His 
Son. This arrangement is what we mean by the discipline of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Why does the work of the Holy Spirit within us require the 
coordination of outward discipline? Because usually the inward 
working of the Holy Spirit alone is not sufficient. We can say that the 
inward working of the Holy Spirit is largely for the obedient ones, and 
the outward discipline of the Holy Spirit is largely for the stiff-necked 
ones. When the Holy Spirit moves and anoints within us and we obey 
the feeling which He imparts, God’s will is accomplished and His 
attributes are increased within us. Therefore, the inward anointing of 
the Holy Spirit is to some extent sufficient for the obedient ones. 
However, if we are stubborn, if we do not obey the inner anointing 



and rebel time after time, the Holy Spirit is compelled to raise up an 
environment to chasten and discipline us, thereby causing us to 
submit. Therefore, the anointing of the Holy Spirit within us is a 
sweet act of God’s love toward us and is His original desire, while the 
outward discipline of the Holy Spirit is an act of God’s hand, an act 
which He is compelled to perform. It is something additional. 

Hence, both in the original desire of God and in the New 
Testament teaching, the place of the discipline of the Holy Spirit is 
not as important as that of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. In God’s 
Word, much is said about the Holy Spirit as the anointing, such as the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, the enlightening of the Holy Spirit, the 
strengthening of the Holy Spirit, and our need to live in the Holy 
Spirit, walk according to the Holy Spirit, and bear fruit through the 
Holy Spirit, etc. However, the Bible says very little in a literal way 
about the discipline of the Holy Spirit; indeed, it contains no such 
phrase. This is because the discipline of the Holy Spirit is not a 
matter which is pleasant to God’s feeling. Such a condition may be 
likened to the fact that most fathers prepare good things for their 
children, not whips and rods. In many families the father is forced to 
resort to rebuking and whipping because of the children’s 
stubbornness and rebellion. In fact, to the feeling of the father, such 
chastenings are never pleasant. Likewise, that which God has 
prepared for us in the New Testament is always positive, but due to 
our obstinacy, stubbornness, lawlessness, and disobedience, God is 
forced to discipline us. In a normal situation among the saints in the 
church, the anointing of the Holy Spirit should always exceed the 
discipline of the Holy Spirit; there should not be the constant 
encountering of discipline. It is always abnormal if the children in a 
family are spanked every day. 

Therefore, when we accept the discipline of the Holy Spirit, we 
should not deem it to be a pleasant thing. Some brothers and sisters 
seem to glory in testifying of their experience while being disciplined 
by the Holy Spirit. This should not be. No child is proud after being 
punished by his father. In the same manner, we should feel ashamed 
when we receive the discipline of the Holy Spirit. We should be aware 
of our own obstinacy, stubbornness, lawlessness, and disobedience, 
which causes punishment from God our Father. No doubt He 
chastises me because He loves me, but when I speak of His 
chastisement, it is not my glory! It is because I am so rebellious and 
stubborn, even as a mule without understanding, that God is 
compelled to discipline me. This is my shame. Therefore, we should 
not boast in regard to the discipline we receive. All those who boast 
concerning the discipline of the Holy Spirit are those who do not 
know the nature of the discipline of the Holy Spirit. 



Because the discipline of the Holy Spirit is such an unpleasant 
thing, God in His original thought put greater emphasis on the inner 
anointing, which is of a positive nature, than on the outward 
discipline, which is of a negative nature. But judging from our 
condition, the discipline of the Holy Spirit is most needful, because 
we are by nature rebellious, lawless, and disobedient. We often 
disregard and disobey the moving and enlightening of the Holy Spirit. 
It seems that His anointing alone, which is His sweet act, is not 
enough to accomplish His purpose, but that we need in addition the 
outward discipline as the coordinating factor to chastise us and deal 
with us that we may be subdued. Therefore, the discipline of the Holy 
Spirit must not be neglected in our experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Sunday, January 7th  Matt. 4:1-11 

         Monday, January 8th   Matt. 4:12-25 

    Tuesday, January 9th         Matt. 5:1-4 

Wednesday, January 10th        Matt. 5:5-12 

 Thursday, January 11th     Matt. 5:13-20 

Friday, January 12th     Matt. 5:21-26 

Saturday, January 13th     Matt. 3:27-48 


