CHURCH FELLOWSHIP - February 25, 2018

Announcements

The new phone list is on the counter, please pick up a copy.
If you would like a tax report for 2017, please email
bellevuefinanceservice@googlegroups.com.
We are covering week 5 of the Holy Word for Morning Revival
on “The Genuine Church Life”. Copies are available in the
bookroom.
This week we are reading chapter 19 of the Experience of Life
on “Full of the Stature of Christ”.
After we finish reading The Experience of Life, we will begin
reading the Life-Study of Leviticus. The bookroom can collect
orders for the life-studies.
Today is the last day to sign up for the Junior High retreats.
The parents of the junior high and high school students will
pray together after the meeting in the multi-purpose room.
Wednesday night ministry webcast 7:30 pm at the following
locations:

Andy Wu - Redmond, (206) 617-7767, in English

Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English

Kim - South Bellevue, (714) 213-5213, in Korean

Lancaster - Kenmore, (206) 351-9747, in English

Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese

Burdens for Prayer

The Lord’s Table meeting

Germany

Dormant saints

Fruit to be borne from Bible distributions in Europe
London Training Center

GTCA follow-up with contacts




This Week: February 26 — March 4
Morning Revival: The Genuine Church Life, Week 5

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs — Issaquah/Sammamish
Upstairs — Eastgate

Tuesday 10:00 am | Sisters’ prayer meeting
Tuesday 7:30 pm | Corporate prayer meeting
Saturday 8:30 am | Breakfast
Lord’s Day 9:30 am | Lord’s Table

March

2-4 | High school retreat
9-11 | Junior high girls retreat
23-25 | Junior high boys retreat
24-25 | Conference in Missoula, Montana

Ministry Reading Portion

The Experience of Life
CHAPTER NINTEEN
FULL OF THE STATURE OF CHRIST

We shall now study the nineteenth lesson concerning life, which
is also the last experience of life—being full of the stature of Christ.
We shall deal with this subject in a rather simple manner, because
many of the related aspects have already been discussed in the
previous chapters, leaving very little to be said at this point.
Furthermore, we have only experienced this lesson very little;
therefore, we do not have much to say.

When we speak about being full of the stature of Christ, we mean
that our life in Christ has attained to the realm of full maturity. If we
have really experienced all the lessons of life mentioned previously,
then the life of Christ can be fully wrought into us. At this time, we
will be full of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

The growth of the stature of Christ within us can be divided into
five steps. Firstly, Christ enters into us to become our life. Secondly,
Christ living within us through the Holy Spirit gradually grows in us.
Thirdly, Christ is formed in us. Fourthly, Christ is manifested through
us. As Christ grows and is formed in us and manifested more and
more, one day every part of our being will be filled with His elements;
then we will attain to the fifth step—Christ becoming matured in us,
or we being full of the stature of the fullness of Christ. At this time



our experience of life in Christ has reached its climax.

Every saved Christian has the experience of the first step— Christ
entering into us to become our life. If anyone has not experienced this
first step, he is not saved, neither can he speak of the experiences of
life which follow. Concerning the second step—Christ living and
growing within us—every seeking Christian is in the process of the
experience. As to the third step—Christ being formed in us—many
have not attained to this stage. When we come to the fourth step of
Christ being manifested through us, even fewer have experienced it.
Finally, as to the fifth step—Christ being matured in us and we being
matured in His life and full of His stature—people with this
experience can rarely be found in all the churches on earth today.
Therefore, in this lesson of being full of the stature of Christ, there is
not much that we can say. We simply list a few main points and
discuss them briefly.

1. IN THE BODY

Concerning being full of the stature of Christ, we must first realize
that none can attain to this stage individually. This experience is
attainable only in the Body. It is entirely an experience which is
gained in the Body.

A Christian who has experienced the brokenness of the flesh and
the natural constitution will automatically see the Body of Christ.
From this time forth, he deeply realizes from his experience that
apart from the Body of Christ he cannot live—he can neither live in
the Lord nor touch His presence. If he is detached from the Body of
Christ, he cannot even be a Christian. Therefore, from the time he
sees the Body of Christ until he becomes mature in the life of the
Lord, his spiritual life is in the Body and so also is his whole spiritual
experience. Hence, his being full of the stature of the fullness of
Christ is also an experience in the Body.

Not only is it impossible for anyone to experience being full of the
stature of the fullness of Christ outside of the Body, but, practically
speaking, even in the Body, none can be full of the stature of Christ
individually either. To be full of the stature of Christ is a Body matter.
Therefore, only the Body can be full of the stature of Christ.

Being full of the stature of the fullness of Christ is mentioned only
once in the Bible—in Ephesians 4:13. In this passage, the writer is not
referring to individual saints, but rather pointing out the fact that one
day the Body of Christ, which is the church, shall attain to such a
stage. In Ephesians 3:18, we read that to apprehend the breadth, the
length, the depth, and the height of Christ, we need a togetherness
with all saints. From these two scripture references we see that the
stature of the fullness of Christ and the unsearchable dimensions of
Christ cannot be experienced by ourselves individually, but by being



in the Body and joined together with all the saints.

Therefore, simply speaking, the maturity of a Christian life takes
place in the Body. We should never expect that we can attain to the
maturity of life individually. In fact, when one sees the Body, he can
no more be individual.

II. BEING FULL OF THE LIFE AND NATURE OF CHRIST

Concerning the content, being full of the stature of Christ means
that we are full of the life and nature of Christ. When a person’s
experience of life reaches its climax, the life and nature of Christ have
permeated all the various parts of his being. The different parts of his
spirit as well as the mind, will, and emotion of his soul are filled with
the life and nature of Christ. Even his physical body at times is
supported by this strength from the spirit. (Christians today cannot
as yet be full of the element of Christ in their bodies; this can only be
attained when we are raptured and transfigured.) At this time his life
comes to maturity.

There are many among us who have believed in the Lord for years,
but to this day there is but little of the element of Christ in them.
Their thoughts are filled largely with themselves. Though there is
little filthiness or corruption in their thoughts, there is also little of
Christ. This also means that in their thoughts there is very little of the
stature of Christ. With regard to their will, though it may not rebel
against God, oppose Him, or seem to be wrong in any way, the
element within it is largely of themselves and very little of Christ.
With regard to their emotion, their mood, desire, and inclination may
be blameless, but they are still not filled with the element of Christ.
This proves that the stature of Christ within them has not reached full
measure, and that they have made very little progress in spiritual

growth.
Witness Lee, The Experience of Life, Published by Living Stream Ministry.
Copyright © Living Stream Ministry, Used by permission.

Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes

Sunday, February 25t Matt. 21:1-11
Monday, February 26t Matt. 21:12-22

Tuesday, February 27th Matt. 21:23-32
Wednesday, February 28t Matt. 21:33-46
Thursday, March 15t Matt. 22:1-22
Friday, March 2nd Matt. 22:23-33
Saturday, March 3rd Matt. 22:34-46




