CHURCH FELLOWSHIP — April 8, 2018

Announcements

e Bible distribution at Bellevue College will occur next Tuesday
(4/10) and Wednesday (4/11) between 9:00 am - 2:30 pm.
Please sign up to help pass out Bibles.

e A one-day college outing will be held here in Bellevue on
Saturday (4/28), some service will be involved. Please contact
Tim Washington if you are available to help.

e Please sign cards for the trainees. A care package will be sent
down after April 15.

¢ We are continuing week 5 in the Holy Word for Morning
Revival on “The Crystallization-Study of Leviticus.”

¢ We will read messages 16-18 in the Life-Study of Leviticus.
Registration for the Summer Training is due by May 1; please
sign up with the bookroom.

e Wednesday night ministry webcast 7:30 pm at the following
locations:

Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English

Miyake - Central Bellevue, (425) 451-7294, in English

Kim - South Bellevue, (714) 213-5213, in Korean

Lancaster - Kenmore, (206) 724-4535, in English

Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese

Lu - Kirkland, (206) 696-2543, in Chinese
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Burdens for Prayer

¢ Dormant saints

This Week: April 9 — April 15

Morning Revival: The Crystallization Study of Leviticus, Week 5

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs — East Bellevue
Upstairs — Eastgate

Tuesday 10:00 am | Sisters’ prayer meeting
Tuesday 7:30 pm | Corporate prayer meeting
Saturday 8:30 am | Breakfast
Lord’s Day 9:30 am | Lord’s Table
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21-22 ‘ 6th Grade Retreat




Ministry Reading Portion

LIFE-STUDY OF LEVITICUS
MESSAGE SIXTEEN
THE MEAL OFFERING CHURCH LIFE

The book of 1 Corinthians shows us a particular kind of church
life. Since the church life revealed here has so many aspects, it is
difficult for us to summarize this church life in a phrase or a clause or
even a sentence. If we are enlightened concerning the meal offering,
which describes the life of the Lord Jesus on earth, we will be able to
see that the church life described in 1 Corinthians corresponds to the
life of the Lord Jesus. This life was the formation of the meal offering,
and the church life presented in 1 Corinthians may be called the meal
offering church life.

We have seen that the meal offering contains four elements: fine
flour, oil, frankincense, and salt. The fine flour signifies Christ’s fine
humanity, the oil signifies the Spirit of God, the frankincense signifies
the fragrance of Christ’s resurrection, and the salt signifies the cross
of Christ, which, in a subjective way, deals with all the negative things
in our life.

We have also seen that the meal offering does not have either
leaven or honey. Leaven signifies sin and all the negative things.
Honey signifies the natural life in its good aspects, including natural
affection.

If we read the four Gospels, we will see that the four elements of
the meal offering were the components of Christ’s life on earth and
caused Him to be the real meal offering. As Christians, we should live
the same kind of life the Lord Jesus lived. This means that, strictly
speaking, the Christian life should be a meal offering.

A LIFE WITH THE HIGHEST HUMANITY

In order for our Christian life to be a meal offering, it must be a
life with the highest humanity. This is the reason Paul charged the
Corinthians, saying, “Be a man” (1 Cor. 16:13). According to the
context of 1 Corinthians, to be a man means that we should have a
high, uplifted humanity.

If we have such a humanity, we will exercise self-control. This is
indicated by Paul’s word in 9:26 and 27. “I therefore so run, not as
uncertainly; so I box, not as beating the air; but I buffet my body and
lead it as a slave.” These verses reveal that Paul had a high humanity
and that he had a strong, excellent character. He did not run




uncertainly or beat the air but exercised control over himself. He was
a real man with a high standard of morality in his human living.

First Corinthians 13:4-7 is a description of love. This description
actually shows us a fine humanity. Verse 4 says, “Love suffers long,
and is kind; love is not jealous; love does not brag, is not puffed up.”
In our weak humanity, we have only limited patience, but love suffers
long. Also, it is easy for us to be jealous and covetous, but love is not
jealous. Furthermore, love does not behave unbecomingly, does not
seek its own things, is not provoked, does not take account of evil,
and does not rejoice over unrighteousness (vv. 5-6a). On the contrary,
love rejoices with the truth, covers all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, and endures all things (vv. 6b-7). Here we have a
description of a fine humanity and of a high human character. This
indicates that 1 Corinthians is a book concerned with the uplifting of
humanity.

In 16:13 Paul does not say, “Be a hero”; he says, “Be a man.” From
every angle and from every side, we should be a man. From the angle
of ethics, we should be a man. From the angle of self-control, we
should be a man. From the angles of wisdom and love, we should be a
man. This is to have an uplifted humanity. In the book of 1
Corinthians, we can see the genuine fine flour. This book surely
presents the meal offering church life.

In the meal offering church life, the first item is a fine, uplifted
humanity. If we would have the proper church life, we all need to
have a strong character. This strong character, however, should be
balanced, for an unbalanced humanity is a biased humanity.
Therefore, we should be strong and also soft. If in the church life we
are strong without also being soft, we will offend others. Although we
need to be soft as well as strong, we should not be too soft. Those who
are too soft are like noodles. There is a proverb which says that we
can lift up bamboo but we cannot lift up a noodle. We cannot have a
proper church life if the saints are either too strong or too soft. We
need to be balanced. For the church life, we need to be a man with a
fine, balanced, uplifted humanity.

Witness Lee, Life-Study of Leviticus, Published by Living Stream Ministry.
Copyright © Living Stream Ministry, Used by permission.



Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes

Sunday, April 8t Mark 8:1-26
Monday, April gt Mark 8:27 — 9:1
Tuesday, April 10th Mark 9:2-29
Wednesday, April 11th Mark 9:30-50
Thursday, April 12th Mark 10:1-16

Friday, April 13t

Mark 10:17-34

Saturday, April 14t

Mark 10:35-52




