
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – April 28, 2019 

Announcements 

• The Memorial Day conference will be held in Seattle.  Much service 
is needed (children, ushering, hospitality, transportation, etc.). The 
sign up for the services is on the table. 

• For the upcoming Memorial Day conference, all children from K to 
6th grade must be registered for children services.  Please go to the 
following website to sign the medical release form (one form per 
child): 
http://form.jotform.com/91068471422152 

• The church in Vancouver (Canada) is nearing the completion of 
their new meeting hall, but still has a sizable financial shortage. We 
would like to give a substantial offering to help meet their need. 
Please designate an offering for Vancouver meeting hall. 

• Registration for the summer training is due 5/1 (no late 
registration for the live training will be received after this date).  

• If you would like to take the church van down to Anaheim for the 
summer training, please sign up with the bookroom.  

• We are covering week 7 of the Holy Word for Morning Revival on 
Numbers. The next volume is available in the bookroom. 

• The upcoming national college training is planning to receive up to 
2800 saints. Financial support is needed to bear the needs of the 
training. You can donate at https://donate.collegetraining.org/ 
Please pray for the college training. 

• The Collected Works of Witness Lee will be published in Chinese. A 
deposit of $100 can be placed at www.twgbr.org.tw   
The deadline to order is May 26, 2019. 

• The Wednesday night ministry meeting webcast continues this 
week and starts at 7:30 pm at the following locations: 
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English 
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean 
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese 
○ Lu - Kirkland, (206) 696-2543, in English/Chinese 

• We will continue our ministry reading with the Practical Lessons 
on the Experience of Life.  Please pick up a copy even if you are not 
signed up for the training.  This week we will read chapter 8. 
 

Burdens for Prayer 

• London Training Center 
• Germany 

• Meeting hall modifications 
(parking permit) 
 

• Meeting hall in Vancouver, 
BC. 

• Memorial Day Conference 

• National College Training 
(July 14-20) 

https://donate.collegetraining.org/


 

 This Week: April 29 – May 5 

Morning Revival: Crystallization-study of Numbers, week 7 

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Young people 
                               Upstairs – Sammamish & Somerset 

Tuesday 7:30pm Prayer Meeting 

Saturday 8:30am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30am Lord’s Table 

July 

14-20 National College Training 

 

PRACTICAL LESSONS ON THE EXPERIENCE OF LIFE 

THE ANOINTING 
 
THE ANOINTING BEING GOD HIMSELF MOVING AND 

WORKING WITHIN US 
 

It is hard to find a message in today’s Christianity about the inner 
anointing. We do have this term, and we do realize that Christ’s name 
means the Anointed One, but the inner anointing has been almost 
entirely neglected. What is the inner anointing? Just as the inner life 
is God Himself within us as life, the inner anointing is God Himself 
moving, working, operating, and adding Himself within us. The 
anointing is an inclusive term, because it is God Himself. As we have 
pointed out, the Old Testament was called “the Law and the 
Prophets,” because at that time there were these two main ministries. 
The ministry of the prophets covered more than the ministry of the 
law, because the prophets’ ministry included the law. If a person went 
to a prophet, many times the prophet would tell him something 
according to the law and condemn or justify him according to the law. 
The law, however, did not include the prophets. The sphere of the law 
was narrow, but the sphere of the prophets was wide, including 
everything. In the same way, the sphere of God as the law of life is 
narrow, but the sphere of God Himself working, moving, and 
operating within us as the inner anointing is very broad, including 
everything. Because the anointing is so inclusive, we must use many 
words to describe it: operating, working, moving, acting, and 
energizing. 



 
Why does the Holy Spirit in the New Testament refer to the operating 
of God within us as “the anointing”? Grammatically speaking, this 
word is a gerund, a verbal noun. It is not just anoint but anointing, 
denoting an action, as in moving, adding, and operating. The main 
element of the anointing is the oil. In type, when a person was to 
become a priest or king, he had to be anointed with the anointing oil. 
Not only persons used by God but the tabernacle itself and all the 
furniture and utensils in it, which were brought into the presence of 
God, had to be anointed. The operation to anoint persons and items 
was the anointing. 
 
The ointment typifies the Holy Spirit of God. Luke 4:18a, as a 
quotation from Isaiah 61:1 says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because He has anointed Me.” From this we can see that the ointment 
is the Spirit, with which God anointed Christ. In addition, Hebrews 
1:9, quoting Psalm 45:7, says, “God, Your God, has anointed You with 
the oil of exultant joy above Your partners.” This means that God 
gave the Spirit to the Son. On the day that Christ was anointed by 
God, the Spirit of God descended like a dove and came upon Him, not 
in part but as a whole (Matt. 3:16). You and I enjoy the Spirit in part, 
but Christ enjoyed the Holy Spirit in full, as a whole. By all these 
verses, we are clear that in typology the oil, or ointment, typifies the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the third person in the economy of the Godhead. 
Without the Spirit, God the Father and God the Son could not reach 
us, because the Spirit is the final person in the Godhead. We may 
illustrate this by the way I touch a brother not with my shoulder or 
hand directly but with my fingers. My fingers are a part of me, so for 
my fingers to touch the brother is for me to touch him. The Father is 
in the Son, the Son is the Spirit, and the Spirit comes to us. Who is 
the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is the very God who reaches us. For 
God the Father to reach us, He has to reach us in the Spirit, and for 
God the Son to reach us, He has to reach us as the Spirit. Without the 
Spirit, there is no direct relationship between us and the Father and 
the Son. It is in the Spirit, through the Spirit, with the Spirit, and by 
the Spirit that the Father in the Son reaches us. Therefore, the 
ointment is the very Triune God, and the anointing is this Triune 
God, who is life to us, moving, working, acting, operating, and 
energizing within us. 
 
If I anoint a brother with ointment, the ointment becomes a part of 
him and is one with him. If the ointment is red, for example, the 
brother will be all red after I anoint him. If the ointment has a sweet 



smell, the brother will be the sweetest smelling person in the room. 
Within you and me there is an anointing work. This anointing is like 
painting. If I paint someone, he becomes a painted person, full of 
paint. His color will be the color of the paint, and his smell will be the 
smell of the paint. He becomes a painted man, a man mingled with 
the paint. Who is the “paint”? God Himself is the paint, and He is also 
the painter. His work is a work of painting. God paints us with 
Himself. 
 
As we have said, the more I come to someone and do the work of 
painting him, the more paint he will have. He will be a painted 
person, a person mingled with paint. He and the paint become one. 
Originally, the paint was in a can, but now the paint is on him and 
mingled with him. Many of the furnishings in the tabernacle were 
overlaid with gold. That overlaying was a kind of anointing, with gold 
as the “paint.” God’s painting, however, is to paint us not outwardly 
but inwardly. God is the paint, and He is the painter. He paints us 
with Himself. 
 
The basic principle of God’s economy and His work is to mingle 
Himself with us. On the one hand, He is life within us; on the other 
hand, He is the paint, the ointment within and without. When God 
paints us, anoints us, with Himself, whatever He is becomes our 
element, and His essence and substance become our essence and 
substance. 
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, April 28th                       Eph. 6:1-9 

Monday, April 29th                      Eph. 6:10-14 

    Tuesday, April 30th                      Eph. 6:15-18 

Wednesday, May 1st                    Eph. 6:19-24 

Thursday, May 2nd                      Phil. 1:1-7 

Friday, May 3rd                       Phil. 1:8-18 

Saturday, May 4th                       Phil. 1:19-26 


