
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – September 1, 2019 

 

Announcements 

• The church in Berlin has identified a good property for a 
meeting hall, but there is a financial need to help secure the 
property. We would like to provide a donation to help meet the 
Lord’s need in Germany. 

• Children’s meetings are on break until September 8th. Children 
need to sit with their parents during the meetings. 

• The Thanksgiving conference will be held in Houston, Texas. 
Reserve hotel rooms now. 

• We will continue our ministry reading from the Ministry Digest 
from section 4 “The High Peak of the Divine Revelation”, 
covering the chapter, “The Reality of the Body of Christ (2)” 

• You can subscribe to the Ministry Digest at: 
https://www.lsm.org/ministry-digest/index.html  

• After this week, we will resume our ministry reading with the 
Practical Lessons on the Experience of Life starting with 
chapter 10. We would like to encourage the reading groups to 
start again. We will meet together Saturday morning on 
September 14th, 10:00 am. 

• The foundational truths meeting will not meet today. The next 
meeting will be next week on the third floor after the break. 

• The Wednesday night ministry meeting resumes this week; the 
webcast starts at 7:30pm at the following locations: 
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English 
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean 
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese 
○ Miyake - Central Bellevue, (425) 451-7294, in English 

 

 

 

Burdens for Prayer 

• Germany 

• Meeting hall modifications -
finding contractor 

• District meeting 

• Retreats 

• Beginning of the new school 
year 

• Children and YP meetings 

• College work coordination 

 

https://www.lsm.org/ministry-digest/index.html


 This Week: September 2 – 8 

Morning Revival: Crystallization Study of Numbers, week 17 

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Redmond 
                               Upstairs – Downtown 

Tuesday 7:30pm Prayer meeting 

Saturday 8:30am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30am Lord’s Table 

 

LIFE-STUDY OF NUMBERS 

MESSAGE TWENTY-EIGHT 

JOURNEYING (13) 

In this message we will cover chapter nineteen of Numbers, which 
deals with the water for impurity. However, before I come to this 
matter, I would like to say a word about the way the book of Numbers 
is sectioned. 

The first section (1:1—9:14) shows the formation of the children of 
Israel into an army. From 9:15 they began as the army to set out on 
their journey. They traveled only a little more than three days before 
the troubles, turmoils, and rebellions came in. These things began to 
take place in chapter eleven. 

Chapters eleven through fourteen form one group, in which we 
see four aspects of rebellion. First, the people on the border, on the 
edge, of the camp murmured evil against God (11:1-3; cf. Deut. 8:2). 
Second, the mixed multitude, those who were not clear about their 
status and family, lusted according to their fleshly desires (Num. 11:4-
35). Third, Miriam and Aaron, who were very close to Moses and in 
the center of the administration, rebelled (12:1-16). Fourth, the 
children of Israel were unbelieving concerning entering into the good 
land. That was a rebellion out of the unbelief of a fleshly people 
(13:1—14:38). 

Chapter fifteen is an insertion in which ordinances were given in 
three directions: concerning God's provision of different offerings, 
which are aspects of Christ; concerning the keeping of the Sabbath, 
which is to receive what God has done for us; and concerning the 
people's dress, which signifies that our living should have some 
beauty and that our conduct should be under a heavenly ruling. 

Immediately after the three ordinances were given, in chapter 
sixteen a nationwide, universal, popular rebellion occurred. Two 
hundred fifty of the top leaders and well-known men from among the 
children of Israel rebelled to such an extent that there is no word to 



describe it. In the whole Bible we cannot see another occasion where 
God was so angry with man that He judged the leaders of the 
rebellion by causing the earth to open its mouth and swallow them up 
with their families and possessions. 

It is noteworthy that some of the children of Korah did not join 
the rebellion. Rather, they departed from it. Eventually, Samuel, a 
descendant of Korah (1 Chron. 6:33-37), became a great prophet and 
a Nazarite priest. Samuel's grandson, Heman, became a psalmist and 
a holy singer in God's temple under the Levitical service arranged by 
David. 

Chapter seventeen records that at the end of that vast, terrible 
rebellion, God vindicated Aaron by the resurrected Christ in His 
resurrection power. This power was displayed in a dead and dried up 
piece of wood that budded, blossomed, and bore fruit, even unto 
maturity. 

Chapters eighteen and nineteen are another insertion. Apparently 
chapter eighteen is a regulation that reconfirms the compensation, or 
reward, given to the Aaronic priesthood and the Levitical service to 
the priesthood. Actually it is a strong vindication added to the 
previous vindication, the budding rod. 

Because a company of the Levites had rebelled against the priests, 
the people became confused. Thus, after the turmoil, God 
reconfirmed the priesthood. God had already confirmed the 
priesthood in the books of Exodus and Leviticus. Now, in Numbers, 
God reconfirmed the reward to the priesthood and the Levitical 
service. This was a strong vindication against the rebellion. 

If we read chapters eighteen and nineteen in a superficial way, we 
will not be able to appreciate the background and atmosphere that 
remained after the rebellion. A particular kind of atmosphere was 
created among the children of Israel toward the priests and the 
Levites. Both had nothing as an inheritance to live on. They lived 
solely on what the children of Israel would give them in the way of 
tithes. The practice was that the people gave tithes to the Levites, the 
Levites in turn gave tithes to the priests, and the priests then offered 
something to God. This means that the priests, the Levites, and even 
God Himself lived on the mercy of the children of Israel. The Levites 
lived on the giving of the sons of Israel; the priests lived on the giving 
of the Levites; and God lived on the giving of the priests, the Levites, 
and the sons of Israel. If the people had refused to give, all three—the 
Levites, the priests, and God Himself—would have had nothing to eat. 
Therefore, at this juncture God came in to reconfirm His reward to 
the priests and to all the serving ones of the priesthood. This became 
a covenant, a perpetual statute, for the children of Israel to keep 
throughout their generations (18:11, 19, 23). 



VII. THE WATER FOR IMPURITY 

Chapter nineteen of Numbers is a very peculiar chapter in the 
Bible. It is not easy to understand why this chapter is here. In this 
chapter a heifer is burned with other items, and the ashes are used to 
make a water for impurity. By reading the whole chapter we can 
understand that the impurity, the uncleanness, refers mainly to the 
filthiness of death. This water is a provision to get rid of the effect and 
impurity of death. 

Immediately after the rebellion in chapter sixteen, death was 
everywhere. In one day fourteen thousand seven hundred people 
died, and their carcasses lay everywhere. In many of the tents in the 
camp, there were dead bodies. A man became contaminated by 
touching a dead body (19:11), by being present when a person died (v. 
18), or by entering the tent where a dead body had been (v. 14). The 
entire population of two million Israelites was under the effect of 
death. They were all in a situation of impurity. Thus, there was the 
need for the water for impurity to annul the effect and impurity of 
death. 

Probably, in Exodus and Leviticus God did not have the thought 
concerning the water for impurity, because in those times there was 
not such a popular, universal death as in Numbers. In Numbers 19 
death overshadowed the entire people of God. After the death of the 
fourteen thousand seven hundred, virtually all the tents and every 
vessel in the tents became contaminated. Wherever anyone went or 
whatever he touched, he became unclean. 

In chapter seventeen, the budding rod was a vindication of the 
priesthood. Then, in chapter eighteen, the regulations were restated 
as a reconfirmation of the compensation to the priests and the Levites 
so that the problem would be settled forever. Finally, in chapter 
nineteen, the water for impurity was invented to deal with the 
universal effect of death among God's people. 
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, September 1st                             1 Pet. 2:1-3   

Monday, September 2nd                            1 Pet. 2:4-8 

    Tuesday, September 3rd                         1 Pet. 2:9-17 

Wednesday, September 4th                         1 Pet. 2:18-25 

Thursday, September 5th                         1 Pet. 3:1-13 

Friday, September 6th                        1 Pet. 3:14-22  

Saturday, September 7th                           1 Pet. 4:1-6 


