
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – September 22, 2019 

Announcements 

• We are distributing Bibles at Bellevue College on Tuesday, 
September 24th and Wednesday, September 25th. The sign up is 
on the table and we encourage many saints to participate. 

• The church in Berlin has identified a good property for a 
meeting hall, but there is a financial need to help secure the 
property. The church in Bellevue made a good donation, but we 
can continue to support. 

• We are reading chapter 11 of the Practical Lessons on the 
Experience of Life this week. We would like to encourage the 
reading groups to start again. If you were not in a reading 
group, we encourage you to join yourself to an existing group or 
start a new group. 

• Registration for the junior high retreat is due today. The JH 
boys retreat is October 11-13, the JH girls retreat is October 25-
27. You can register at www.churchinboise.org.  

• The high school retreat is October 18-20. Registration for the 
high school retreat is due next week (September 29th). 

• The Wednesday night ministry meeting resumes this week; the 
webcast starts at 7:30pm at the following locations: 
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English 
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean 
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese 

• You can subscribe to the Ministry Digest at: 
https://www.lsm.org/ministry-digest/index.html. 

Burdens for Prayer 

• Germany 

• Meeting hall modifications -
finding contractor 

• District meeting 

• Retreats 

• Beginning of the new school 
year 

• Children and YP meetings 

• College work coordination 

 

 This Week: September 23 – 29 

Morning Revival: Crystallization Study of Numbers, week 20 

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Young People 

                               Upstairs – Kirkland 

Tuesday 7:30pm Prayer meeting 

Saturday 8:30am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30am Lord’s Table 

http://www.churchinboise.org/
https://www.lsm.org/ministry-digest/index.html


October 

11-13 JH Boys’ Retreat, Double K (Easton, WA) 

18-20 High School Retreat, Lakeside Bible Camp 

25-27 JH Girls’ Retreat, Double K (Easton, WA) 

November 

15-17 Puget Sound Conference 

 

LIFE-STUDY OF COLOSSIANS 

MESSAGE TWENTY 

TO WALK IN CHRIST, THE MYSTERY OF GOD 

AN ALL-INCLUSIVE TYPE OF CHRIST 

On the one hand, the good land is revealed in the Old Testament. On the 
other hand, it is concealed there. Although this statement appears 
contradictory, actually it is not. Because Deuteronomy describes the good 
land, we may say that the good land is revealed in the Old Testament. But 
because the meaning and significance of the good land are concealed, we 
may also say that the land is concealed in the Scriptures. As the Lord’s 
children, supplied by His mercy and grace, delved into the Word, they began 
to realize that the good land promised by God to His chosen people is a type 
of Christ. If the Passover enjoyed in Egypt and the manna experienced in the 
wilderness were types of Christ, then the good land must also be a type of 
Christ. 

In Joshua 5:11 and 12 we see a hint that the good land typifies Christ as 
the continuation of the manna. Verse 11 says that the children of Israel ate of 
the produce of the land. Verse 12 is especially clear: “And the manna ceased 
on the morrow after they had eaten of the produce of the land; neither had 
the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the 
land of Canaan that year” (Heb.). Manna was a type of Christ as the life 
supply for God’s people. As these verses in Joshua point out, the produce of 
the good land is the continuation of the manna. Therefore, if the manna 
typified Christ, the produce of the good land must also typify Him. By means 
of the supply of manna in the wilderness, God’s people were able to build the 
tabernacle as God’s dwelling place. In the same principle, through the supply 
of the rich produce of the land they were able to build the temple as a more 
solid dwelling place for God. No doubt, the good land enjoyed by the 
children of Israel is a significant type of Christ, for through the enjoyment of 
it the temple was built. We may even say that it is the ultimate type of Christ 
found in the Scriptures. It is a complete and all-inclusive type of Christ. 

To have our hearts comforted and knit together in love unto the full 
knowledge of Christ as the mystery of God includes having the full 
knowledge of Christ as typified by the good land. We need to know in detail 
how Christ is typified by all the items mentioned in Deuteronomy 8:7-11. He 
is the water that springs from valleys and hills. He is the wheat and the 



barley, which signify respectively the incarnated and crucified Christ and the 
resurrected Christ. We must go on to see how Christ is typified by the wine, 
oil, figs, pomegranates, and minerals. Without these verses in Deuteronomy 
8, we would be short in our understanding of the all-inclusiveness of Christ. 

The land is the crucial focus of the Old Testament. This is the reason 
that in the Old Testament the Lord speaks of the land again and again. He 
called out Abraham and told him that He would bring him into a certain 
land, which was the land of Canaan. Consider how many times from Genesis 
12 to the end of the Old Testament the Lord referred to the land. Actually, 
the center of the Old Testament is the temple within the city built in the 
good land. If we know the Scriptures and have light from God, we shall 
realize that the center of God’s eternal plan, speaking according to the type, 
is the land with its temple and city. Beginning with the book of Genesis, the 
Old Testament takes the land as the center and mentions again and again 
something related to the land. As we have pointed out repeatedly, the land is 
the figure of the all-inclusive Christ, a type of Christ as everything to us. 

THE BATTLE FOR THE LAND 

Satan, the enemy of God, has been doing his utmost continually to 
frustrate the people of God from enjoying the good land. He will do whatever 
he can to spoil the enjoyment of Christ as the land. Not long after God 
created the heavens and the earth, with the intention of giving the earth to 
mankind as an enjoyment, Satan did something to frustrate Him. Because of 
Satan’s rebellion, God had to judge the universe, and due to that judgment 
the earth was buried beneath the waters of the deep. After a period of time, 
God came in to work and to recover the land from the waters of the deep. 
Upon this recovered land, an abundance of life came into being, and there 
came forth a life with the image of God, a life committed with the authority 
of God. However, not long afterward the enemy of God came in again to 
deceive man and to put God in a position where judgment upon the earth 
was again imperative. At the time of Noah, the recovered earth was once 
more put under the waters of the deep. Speaking according to the type, man 
was separated from the enjoyment of Christ as signified by the land. But 
through the redemption of the ark, Noah and his family obtained the right to 
possess the land and enjoy all its riches. The flood separated the people from 
the earth, but the ark brought Noah and his family back to the enjoyment of 
the earth. Once again man took possession of the land and enjoyed its 
riches. 

However, it was not too long before the enemy did something further to 
spoil the enjoyment of the earth, this time through the rebellion at Babel. 
Therefore, out of the fallen race made rebellious by Satan, God called one 
man, Abraham, and told him that He would bring him into a certain land. 
However, even this chosen one gradually drifted away from the land into 
Egypt, and the Lord had to bring him back to the land. Eventually, his 
descendants left this land and went down into Egypt. After a long period of 
time, the Lord brought His people out of Egypt and back to the good land. 
Centuries later, the enemy moved again and sent the army from Babylon to 
spoil the land and capture the people. But after seventy years the Lord 
brought them back once more to the good land. By all this we see that the 
history of the Old Testament is related to the land. God’s work is always to 



recover the land, whereas the enemy’s work is always to frustrate, spoil, and 
hinder the enjoyment of the land and do something to bring the land into 
chaos. The enemy’s intention is to assault the land and take it over. But after 
the enemy makes his attempt, God moves to fight for His people and to 
recover the land again. 

 

Witness Lee, Life-Study of Colossians, Published by Living Stream Ministry. 
Copyright © Living Stream Ministry, Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, September 22nd                               2 Pet. 3:1-6  

Monday, September 23rd                             2 Pet. 3:7-9 

    Tuesday, September 24th                          2 Pet. 3:10-12 

Wednesday, September 25th                          2 Pet. 3:13-15 

Thursday, September 26th                         2 Pet. 3:16 

Friday, September 27th                         2 Pet. 3:17-18 

Saturday, September 28th                           1 John 1:1-2 


