
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP – November 10, 2019 

Announcements 

● We will receive hospitality for the Puget Sound conference, 
please sign up if your family can host. 

● The ushers will meet during the break for prayer and 
fellowship. 

● The new phone list is now available and to be picked up on the 
table. 

● The schedule for the Puget Sound conference (November 15-
17) will be: 
○ Friday night (11/15), 7:30 pm, Bellevue meeting hall 
○ Saturday afternoon (11/16), 3:30 pm, Bellevue meeting 

hall 
○ Saturday night (11/16), 7:00 pm, Bellevue meeting hall 
○ Lord’s day morning (11/17), 9:30 am, Seattle (Green Lake) 

● We have made special arrangements to use Chinook Middle 
School for the Saturday meetings during the Puget Sound 
conference for children in grades 1-6. Parents can drop off 
their children as early as 3 pm. Dinner will be provided and 
parents are encouraged to join. Children should be picked up 
immediately after the evening meeting. Toddlers through 
kindergarten will remain in the Bellevue meeting hall. 

● The dates of the video training are December 24 - January 1. 
● We are reading chapter 18 of the Practical Lessons on the 

Experience of Life this week. 
● We have some copies of Volume 2 of the Ministry Digest 

available in the bookroom. 
● We will continue week 3 in the Holy Word for Morning 

Revival from the Memorial Day Conference, please pick up a 
copy in the bookroom.  

● If you would like to ride down to Anaheim in the church van, 
please sign up in the bookroom. 

● The Wednesday night ministry meeting webcast starts at 7:30 
pm and will be shown at the following locations: 
○ Smith - South Bellevue, (206) 914-3447, in English 
○ Chang - Overlake, (425) 830-3900, in Korean 
○ Wang - South Bellevue, (425) 653-2249, in Chinese 

 

Burdens for Prayer 

• Germany 

• Hong Kong 

• Meeting hall modifications -
finding contractor 

• District meeting 

• Children and YP meetings 

• College work coordination 
 



 

 

2019 Puget Sound Conference Schedule 

Friday, November 15th  7:30 pm Bellevue meeting hall 

Saturday, November 16th 3:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Bellevue meeting hall 

Lord’s day, November 17th 9:30 am Seattle (Green Lake) 

 

LIFE-STUDY OF PHILIPPIANS 
Message 11 

 
THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST 

 
EXPERIENCING CHRIST AS OUR PATTERN 

 
There is a correspondence between chapters two and three of Philippians. In 
chapter two we see that we should live a crucified life so that we may enjoy 
the power of resurrection. In chapter three we see Paul’s aspiration to know 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. We should take the crucified life in 2:5-8 
as our pattern so that we can experience the power of resurrection which 
exalted Christ to the highest peak in the universe. The experience of Christ 
as the pattern of a crucified life and the experience of the resurrection power 
which exalts Him is endless. Day by day, we need to live a crucified life. This 
is to live Christ as our pattern. Instead of having a life of rivalry and 
vainglory, we should live a life of self-emptying and self-humbling. This is to 
live a crucified life. By means of this life we are ushered into the power of 
resurrection by which Christ is exalted. According to his word in chapter 
three, Paul did not regard himself as having experienced this in full. He still 
aspired to know, to experience, the power of Christ’s resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings. 

 This Week: November 10 – November 16 

Morning Revival: The Experience of Christ, week 3 

Hall Cleaning: Downstairs – Young People 

                               Upstairs – Kirkland 

Tuesday 7:30pm Prayer meeting 

Saturday 8:30am Breakfast 

Lord’s Day 9:30am Lord’s Table 

November 

15-17 Puget Sound Conference 

December 

12/24 – 1/1 Video Training 



There is an urgent need among us in the Lord’s recovery today to experience 
Christ as our pattern. We desperately need to experience Him as our 
crucified life. Such a life stands altogether in contrast to a life of rivalry and 
vainglory. In the church life we either take the crucified life as our pattern or 
automatically live a life of rivalry and vainglory. There is no third way. If we 
do not take the crucified life as our pattern, we shall automatically live in the 
way of rivalry for vainglory. The issue here is extremely serious. We need to 
be honest with ourselves and consider the kind of life we have been living in 
the church. If you review the time you have been in the church life, you will 
see that whenever you did not take the crucified life as your pattern, you 
were living a life of rivalry for vainglory. 

 
Nothing was more troubling to the apostle Paul than to learn that the saints 
in Philippi were living in the way of vainglory. He was very concerned that 
they live a crucified life. As we have seen, this life is Christ Himself as the 
One who emptied Himself and humbled Himself. Taking this crucified life as 
our pattern opens the gate of resurrection and brings us into the power of 
resurrection. The exaltation which is of God will never come by way of 
rivalry or vainglory. The more we seek vainglory, the more shameful our 
situation will be. To pursue vainglory is not a glory at all; it is a shame. 
Likewise, when we are in rivalry with others, the result is never exaltation. 
Inevitably the result is that we are brought low. The highest life on earth is 
the crucified life. Whenever we live a crucified life, God will bring us into the 
power of resurrection, and in this power we shall be exalted. 

 
During the years I have been in the church life, I have known many cases of 
those who were in rivalry for vainglory. Without exception, all those who 
engaged in such rivalry went downhill. It is utterly foolish to have rivalry in 
the church life. We should fear this more than we fear a serpent. Whenever 
you are in rivalry with others, you are without question living in the self. We 
must condemn this rivalry and repudiate it. 

 
Furthermore, none of us in the church life should hold to any personal 
standing. Of course, we must stand firm for the Lord’s testimony. However, 
we should not claim any standing, title, or position for ourselves. Making 
such claims will never bring us into the power of resurrection. 

 
In the church life I have seen not only those who were in rivalry for 
vainglory, but also a good number of saints who took the crucified life as 
their pattern. Eventually, these saints entered into the power of resurrection 
where they experienced God’s exaltation. 

 
I earnestly hope that none of the saints in the church life today will seek 
glory for themselves. Instead of seeking glory, we should seek Christ and 
Him alone. Then we shall experience the crucified life. 

 
I believe that in the church in Philippi, two sisters, Euodias and Syntyche, 
were in rivalry for position or vainglory. Otherwise, there would have been 
no need for Paul to beg them to “think the same thing in the Lord” (4:2). If 
there had not been the problem of rivalry in the church there, there would 



have been no need for Paul to say in 2:3, “Doing nothing by way of rivalry 
nor by way of vainglory.” Because among the saints in Philippi there was 
rivalry for vainglory, it was necessary for Paul to present Christ as the 
pattern of a crucified life. Paul presents this pattern in Philippians, not in 
other books, because in Philippi rivalry for vainglory was a definite problem. 
As long as certain of the saints there were seeking glory for themselves, there 
was rivalry. Therefore, Paul showed them that Christ, the Son of God, had a 
very high position. He possessed the very form of God and had the right to 
be equal with God. Nevertheless, He did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, 
becoming in the likeness of men. Then, being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient even unto the death of the cross. 
Those Philippian saints who were seeking position and title for themselves 
surely needed to live according to Christ as the pattern of a crucified life. 

 
We must admit that the rivalry for vainglory found among the saints in 
Philippi can also be found in many local churches today. No doubt, among 
the Christians outside the Lord’s recovery there is much rivalry for 
vainglory. But what about us in the churches? To some extent at least, such 
rivalry still exists among us. Thus, we need Paul’s word concerning Christ as 
our pattern. We need to be enlightened and take this crucified life as our 
pattern so that we may experience the power of resurrection. When we live 
the crucified life, we shall be ushered into resurrection power, and this 
power will exalt us. 

 
We should be warned, however, not to take this word about the crucified life, 
the power of resurrection, and God’s exaltation as a ground for seeking 
glory. We should not even seek true glory as something apart from Christ. 
Do not seek any glory that is other than Christ Himself. We need to say, 
“Lord, I want only You. I am not seeking any exaltation or glory.” If we take 
the crucified life as our pattern, we shall experience the power of 
resurrection. This resurrection power is Christ Himself. Christ is not only 
the crucified life, but He is also the power of resurrection. 
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Bible Reading Schedule with Footnotes 

Lord’s Day, November 10th                                 Rev. 2:12-14 

Monday, November 11th                                 Rev. 2:15-17 

    Tuesday, November 12th                                 Rev. 2:18-23 

Wednesday, November 13th                                 Rev. 2:24-29 

Thursday, November 14th                                 Rev. 3:1-3 

Friday, November 15th                                 Rev. 3:4-6 

Saturday, November 16th                             Rev. 3:7-9 


